
 

 

Formal opinion of the Scientific Committee on the E MCDDA 2016–18 strategy 
and work programme and 2016 work programme 

1. General overview 

The Scientific Committee welcomes the EMCDDA’s 2016–18 strategy and work programme and the 
2016 work programme. The strategy and work programme build on the Centre’s past successes and 
look towards new challenges to meet the growing needs and expectations of key stakeholders and 
partners, and to respond to EU needs. The Scientific Committee supports and endorses the values 
that form the basis of this approach: scientific rigour, neutrality/independence and service orientation, 
and finds this document to be in line with the 2006 recast EMCDDA Regulation. 

The EMCDDA acts as a catalyst for data collection and strategic analysis in a complex policy area 
that cuts across crime, health and security issues The Scientific Committee is aware of the 
challenges brought about by the changing drug situation and by constraints in human and financial 
resources, that both the EMCDDA and the Reitox national focal points are facing and supports the 
continuous efforts to prioritise activities and rationalise working processes. 

The 2016–18 strategy and work programme and the 2016 work programme are conceptualised along 
a value chain which cut across three main areas: 1) Early warning and threat assessment; 2) 
Situation, responses and trend analysis and 3) Communicating evidence and knowledge exchange. 
This chain should not be perceived as a set of sequential areas, but rather as different dimensions 
and perspectives from which to provide relevant analysis into important societal challenges. In this 
respect, the Scientific Committee notes the connectivity with other substance-related and behavioural 
addictions and highlights the importance of continuing to monitor polydrug use. 

Within these main areas, the Scientific Committee particularly welcomes: 1) the capacity to bring 
together different disciplines in the efforts towards timeliness of reporting, trendspotting, threat 
assessment and early warning mechanisms; 2) the flagship outputs of the EMCDDA: the situational 
analysis provided by the European Drug Report package, and the strategic analyses provided by the 
EU Drug markets report and the newly announced EU Drug responses report; and 3) the continued 
efforts to promote the dissemination and implementation of good practices. 

2. Specific comments 

Communicating evidence and promoting exchange are central elements of the service chain 
provided by the EMCDDA to its audiences. The work of this agency as an impartial information hub is 
a key asset to Europe’s decision-makers and, as such, the information provided needs to be timely. 
The Scientific Committee understands the challenges of providing rapid and yet reliable analysis and 
invites the EMCDDA to explore ways to assess the level of scientific evidence available and to 
distinguish between quick answers, sometimes based on softer evidence, and answers based on 
stronger evidence but which may require more time to be provided. In particular, the recent changes 
concerning cannabis policy/regulation in other continents have generated an increased need for 
reliable information and avoiding sensationalism in this respect. The Scientific Committee therefore 



 

 
 

calls upon the EMCDDA to further promote its already available outputs on this topic and to consider 
the feasibility and need of preparing additional ones. 

The Scientific Committee considers the EMCDDA public website and scientific articles to be 
important dissemination channels for different types of audiences, is pleased to note the increase in 
the use of infographics in the EMCDDA’s main outputs  and encourages further use of these and 
other appropriate visualisation techniques to communicate complex data. 

The Committee notes the continuing workload on new psychoactive substances and medicines and 
emphasises the importance of creating links with the broader monitoring of situation and responses. 
The Scientific Committee encourages an even clearer focus on the impact and use of new 
technologies and considers that resources for this area, and particularly for the continuous 
development and sustainability of the EMCDDA database on new drugs, needs to be fit for purpose. 
The Scientific Committee strongly welcomes the approach of applying an early warning and threat 
assessment approach across all areas of the strategy and work programme and not only to new 
psychoactive substances. This should become an EMCDDA cross-cutting distinctive characteristic 
that should be actively promoted and pursued by the EMCDDA and the Reitox network alike. 

The key area ‘Situation, responses and trend analysis’ is at the core of the work of the EMCDDA. 
The core data set held by the EMCDDA and Reitox can be extremely useful to the scientific 
community and the Committee encourages the EMCDDA and Reitox to consider the use of open 
data repositories and to continue looking for synergies with the scientific community to get more and 
better value out of the data currently held by the EMCDDA and Reitox national focal points. An even 
more shared and pro-active approach to monitoring will further promote the EMCDDA’s capacity for 
timely analysis, early warning and threat assessments, as well as the identification and dissemination 
of best practices. The Scientific Committee acknowledges the efforts of the EMCDDA towards 
ensuring data quality and encourages the EMCDDA to further pursue this objective and to select 
which monitoring areas to be looked into in depth and which should be looked into in breath. The 
Committee further invites the EMCDDA and Reitox to further look into responses based on e-health 
and new technologies. 

 

3. Conclusions 

The Scientific Committee congratulates the EMCDDA on its strategy and work programme for the 
period 2016–18, welcomes the work programme for its implementation in 2016 and expresses its full 
support and endorsement of both documents. 

 


